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INHABITANTS of HER T FORD. 


Gentlemen, 


"OWEVER diſintereſted the views of 

him, who undertakes a work of pub- 
hc utility, and however cautious his conduct 
in the proſecution of his plan, ſuch is the 
diſpoſition of mankind, that too frequent are 
the inſtances wherein his motives are miſre- 
preſented, and his proceedings made the oc- 
caſion of offence. 

This appearing to be the caſe reſpecting 
ſome recent tranſactions relative to the Road 
between Hertford and Amwell-End, the per- 
ſon principally concerned intreats the favour 
of your attention to the following obſer- 
vations, 


5 That 


2 }) 


That tbe road above-mentioned is the only 
c irect and proper communication between 
Hertford and Ware, you are not now to be 
informed; neither can you be ignorant, that, 
to the diſgrace of thoſe two populous and 
opulent towns, it had for time immemorial 


been ſuffered to remain impaſſable by all car- 


riages, narrow-wheeled carts and Waggons ex- 
cepted. 

This road being ſituate in three then 
unequal to the taſk of repairing it, (viz. Great 
Amwell, Little Amwell, and St. John's Hert- 
ford) became the ſubject of univerſal com- 
plaint; yet no means of amendment appeared 
obvious or eaſy to be obtained. 

In this circumſtance 1t was propoſed to de- 
rive the neceſſary authority and ability to re- 
pair, from a junction with the roads under 
ihe care of the truſt of Cheſhunt turnpike ; 
but this deſign, on account of the heavy ex- 


pence requiſite to the amendment, proving | 


abortive, any further attempts of 1 improvement 
were declined for the preſent. 

At length, in the year 1768, a perſon who 
had frequently ſuffered inconveniencies from 


the road, and as frequently conſidered what 


other individuals muſt ſuffer, from this and no 
other motive reſolved on an undertaking, to 


the trouble and charge whereof few would! have 


voluntarily ſubjected themſelves. 


Availing himſelf, as Surveyor of Great 


Amwell, of the powers granted by the late 
general 
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general Highway Act, and aſſiſted in the exe- 
cution thereof by ſome Gentlemen in the 
Commiſſion of the Peace (whoſe readineſs to 
aſſiſt him he hereby gratefully acknowledges) 
he applied the whole Statute duty of the pa- 
riſh, with the addition of parochial rates, and 
liberal contributions of his own, to improving 
that part of the road ſituate therein; which 
by theſe means, and the generous aid of a Gen= 
tleman of Ware, was compleated to the ſatiſ- 
faction of the public. 

The part of Little Amwell yet remained; 
and the duties and rates of that pariſn being 
intirely diſproportionate to the work, two 
different ſubſeriptions were ſolicited, obtained, 
and faithfully expended thereon. 

To the third part, ſituate in St. John's 
Hertford, ſomewhat conſiderable was done by 
the parochial dutics ; but this part being ori- 
ginally far ſuperior to the others, conſequently 
leſs expence was requiſite to the amendment. 

Roads, however, though well repaired, every 
one knows, if not afterwards properly at- 
tended to, will ſoon fall to decay; and in the 
preſent caſe the means of ſupport appeared not 
leſs difficult to be obtained than the means of 
amendment : thoſe who for once had contri- 


buted to repair, would foon have been weary of 
annual contributions to maintain; the paro- 


cial duties, if exerted, would have been inade- 


quate to the purpoſe; and the exertion of 
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them is a point not attained with the facility 
generally imaged. 

The choice of Pariſh 90 ors 1s moſtly 
injudicious, and frequently 9 Gentle- 
men uſually ſeek excuſes from an office equally 
troubleſome and unthankful: Farmers and 
Tradeſmen, even if properly qualified, accept 
and execute with reluctance, a taſk which in- 
terferes with their own buſineſs, and is im- 
poſed on them without reward or emolument. 
Duties half-performed, and rates or com- 
poſitions half-collected, are generally the con- 
ſequences of theſe Surveyorthips ; and though 
for ſuch deficiencies it will be aſſerted that the 
law has provided a remedy, the ſeverity of fin- 
ing is what Magiſtrates rarely chuſe to pro- 
ceed to; and in caſes of unavoidable ignorance, 
to fine would be injuſtice and cruelty, 

Admitting this to be fact, which no atten- 
tive obſerver will deny, it is evident that roads 
of acknowledged utility, yet not of conſe- 
quence enough to ſupport a ſeparate toll gate, 
can be properly maintained only by an union 
with ſome. adjacent turnpike. 

The former expedient therefore of a junc- 
tion of the Amwell-End road with the Che- 
ſhunt turnpike roads, now again naturally oc- 
curred. It was indeed the ultimate object in 
view when the repair of it was undertaken ; 
it was by no means intended to waſte money 
in the ſuperficial work of a day; but to pro- 
ceed in ſuch a manner, that every perſon con- 


cerned 
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cerned might reflect with pleaſure on the laſt- 


ing ck they had contributed to procure 


: for themſelves, the public, and poſterity. 

No favourable opportunity for ſome time 
offered to proſecute the affair. Without an 
act of Parliament no procedure could be made; 
and the expence of procuring one remained an 
obſtacle apparently inſurmountable: The de- 
ſign therefore lay dormant, till an unexpected 
incident gave riſe to the following tranſactions. 

At a meeting of the Truſtees of Cheſhunt 
turnpike at Hertford, April 29, 1771. a 
propoſal was made by ſome Gentlemen of 
Cheſhunt, that as their preſent act of Parlia- 
ment was within a few years of expiration, 
proper application ſhould be made for a re- 
newal of the ſame; which motion being ap- 
proved, was referred to the conſideration of 
the next meeting. This appearing to ſeveral 
preſent the favourable opportunity, ſo long 
deſired, for propoſing the junction of the Am- 
well-End road, they mentioned it to each 
other, and agreed that it ſhould be then re- 
gularly introduced. 

At this meeting, held at Ware, July 29, 
1771, a large and reſpectable body of Gen- 
tlemen being preſent, the conſideration of the 
before propoſed application was reſumed, and 


the motion agreed to: The junction of the 
Amwell-End road came under notice, and, 


after proper inveſtigation, was likewiſe ap- 


proved of, and a minute was ordered to be 
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made, referring farther proceedings on the 
whole to the enſuing meeting. A very diffe- 
rent turn, however, was given to the affair, by 
an unexpected propoſal of uniting another 
road alſo; this was the road from Hertford to 
Wadeſmill by Bengoe, of which more in the 
ſequel. 

This oppoſition (for certainly a propoſal to 
connect a probable ſcheme, already adopted, 
with one unlikely to ſucceed, can be deemed 
no other) produced a debate; from the pro- 
tracting of which no advantage appearing 
hkely to accrue, 1t was therefore : concluded to 
diſcharge the minute from the book, which 
was done accordingly. 

Some gentlemen, however, who could not 

ſo eaſily loſe ſight of a deſign which had been 
long the object of their attention, reſolved to 
take the ſenſe of the inhabitants of Hertford 
and Ware on the occaſion. 

The principals of both towns were accord- 
ingly conſulted; and they appearing clearly 
convinced of the general utility of the Amwell- 
End road, and the propriety of the propoſed 
junction, a petition to the Truſtees of Che- 


_ ſhunt turnpike, requeſting their reconſidera- 


tion of the affair, was prepared, and ſubſcribed 
by a conſiderable number of perſons, among 
whom were near Forty of the Truſtees, who 
approved of the deſign, and, in conſequence of 
ſuch approbation, ſigned in their individual 
capacity. 


At 


1 

At the laſt meeting of the Truſtees, held at 
Hodſdon, Sept. 23, 1771. about thirty gen- 
tlemen being preſent, the petition was pro- 
duced, and its contents properly conſidered. 
You ſhall not be troubled with a detail of what 
_ paſſed on the occaſion, though much might 

be recollected; ſuffice it to obſerve, that on 
the queſtion being called for, the propoſed 
junction received the approbation of all pre- 
ſent, two or three diſſentient voices excepted. 

Affairs being thus far ſettled, the propoſal of 
the Wadeſmill road was again revived, and the 
conſideration of 1t recommended. Several 
Truſtees preſent were by no means inſenſible 
of the impracticability and inutility of this 
ſcheme, nor ignorant what impediments it 
might produce to the proſecution of the other. 
They were very certain, that had the queſtion 
been called for, a negative would have been 
put upon it by a great majority, and all fur- 
ther trouble prevented. 

Of this majority, however, although e exam- 
ple might have been pleaded in their favour, 
they would not avail themſelves; and, that 
they might not be wanting in politeneſe, 
would not diſmiſs the propoſal without a can- 
did examination. 

On their declining farther interference, the 
Truſtees, with a view to oblige the propoſer, 
referred to the enſuing meeting to determine 
how far the Wadeſmill road was an object 
meriting their notice; ordering, in the mean 

time, 


[eo ) 


time, a ſurvey and eſtimate of the ſum requi- 


fite for repairing it to be made at the expence 


of the truſt. 

In this ſituation, Gentlemen, affairs remain 
at preſent; and you would have been ſpared 
the trouble of this addreſs, had not accuſations 
of partiality, in the diſtribution of the money 
collected for the Amwell-End road been 
circulated on the occaſion; and reaſon given 
to apprehend, that ſome, who have frequent 
opportunities of converſing with you, have 


inſinuated, that the perſon who undertook the 


late improvement, intended it for the advan- 
tage of Ware, and to the diſadvantage of 
Hertford; though no reaſon can poſſibly exiſt 
why he ſhould prefer one town to the other. 

So powerfully, however, have theſe inſinua- 
tions operated, that ſome few individuals (if 
the author of this narrative 1s not miſinformed) 
have repented that they gave the ſanction of 
their names to the petition, 


The firſt charge, it ſeems, is founded on a 


ſuppoſition that the ſubſcriptions were deſigned 
for the repair of the whole road, but have in 
reality been expended only on the pariſhes of 
Great and Little Amwell ; a procedure which 


has been faid to demonſtrate an evident parti- 


ality in their favour. 

On the diviſion of Great Amwell not one 
farthing of the ſubſcription money was ex- 
pended; the whole repair was performed, as 


beſare obſerved, at the charge of the pariſh and 
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of two or three gentlemen, The firſt ſub- 
{cription in 1768- (amounting to about ninet 

pounds) was profeſſedly collected for the uſe of 
the diviſion, of Little Amwell, to which the 
writer of theſe lines is bold to aſſert it was 
faithfully applied. The ſecond ſubſcription in 
1770 and 1771, to the amount of about 
ninety-eight pounds, was likewiſe profeſſedly 
raiſed for the ſame purpoſe: For this he is by 


no means anſwerable; it came not to his 


hands, but was received and diſburſed by a 
gentleman of undoubted probity ; of whoſe 
fidelity in the application, the preſent appear- 
ance of the road 1s a ſufficient evidence. 

The diviſions of Great and Little Amwell 


it is well known were infinitely the worſt of 
the three; the amendment was with pro- 


priety begun in the firſt, and regularly pur- 
ſued through the ſecond towards Hertford. 


The diviſion of St. John's had always been 


paſſable ; and in 1768 was conſiderably im 

proved by the exertion of parochial . 
Great Amwell, therefore, being otherwiſe aſ- 
ſiſted, and St. John's wanting leſs repair, to 
have laviſhed the money intendedly beſtowed 
on Little Amwell, where the gift was indiſpen- 
fibly neceſſary, on thoſe pariſhes where 1t was 
neither needed nor required, could not ſurely 


have been deemed an indication of even com- 
mon intellectual abilities. 


I hope, Gentlemen, you wall excuſe the 


egotiſm it muſt incvitably occaſion ; but to 
the 
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the ſecond charge of partiality I wa reply in 

erſon. For my part then, I know no ſeparate 
intereſt of Hertford, nor any ſeparate intereſt 
of Ware. I know no intereſt but the general 
and reciprocal intereſt of the two towns, the 
adjacent country, and the public; and to this 
very certain I am the Amwell-End road 1s in 
no ĩnconſiderable degree conducive. Vourſelves, 
ſome of you, have acknowledged, that ſince 
the late repair, it has brought trade to your 
town; and I believe all may be fafely chal- 
lenged to produce a ſingle inſtance of its hav- 
ing taken trade awa 
If illiberal jealouſies have heretofore ſub- 
ſiſted between the towns, it is high time they 
ſhould ſubſiſt no more. If any of you have 
imbibed erroneous opinions or prejudice 6. it 18 
high time to diſmiſs them, and judge for your- 
ſelves. This, you will perhaps ſay, is declama- 
tion: Let the reſpective merits of the two roads 
then be impartia aliy examined, and the inquiry 
made how far the town of Hertford can bediſad- 
vantaged by the one, or advantaged by the other. 
Thealone inſtance wherein the Amwell- End 
road has been accuſed of injury to Hertford, is 
in that of facilitating the carriage of barley to 
Ware from the country welt of Hertford : This 
injury, however (if it be one) muſt have exiſted 
previous to the late improvement. The road 
was then pailable for narrow-wheeled waggons; 
and to be paſſable fornarrow-wheeled waggons, 
is for the conveyance of corn generally eſteemed 
ſufficient. Beſides, that » MORE barley has been 


con- 


„ 


conveyed through Hertford to Ware ſince than 
before the repair, has not been aſſerted. What 


then can be the objection againſt maintaining 


a road, from the repairing whereof no incon- 
venience has been ſuffered ? 


But admitting the contrary, the advantage 


mult ſtill be reciprocal. The country eaſt of 
Ware produces no inconſiderable quantity of 
wheat, which by this road only can be con- 


veniently conveyed to Hertford ; and although 


in theſe caſes the goodneſs of roads is not 
greatly regarded, it is a circumſtance which 
cannot be diſagreeable to any perſon. 

A turnpike road, however, from Wadeſmill 
to Hertford; it ſeems you have been told is an 
object of great importance and utility; and 
the particular road by Weſtmill and Bengoe 
has been repreſented as poſſeſſing peculiar ad- 
vantages in your favour. How far this is a 
fact remains to be aſcertained. 

Suppoſe, then, this road under the care of 
Cheſhunt truſt widened and repaired. in the 
beſt manner; can you imagine the ſtage wag- 
gons and coaches from the North and from 


Cambridge will leave the direct way, and 


travel near three miles round, * merely for the 
ſake of paſſing through Hertford ? You muſt 
indeed allow, that the hope of diverting the 

E traffic 


* From the 17th mile ſtone at Hodſdon to the firſt mile 


ſtone beyond Wadeſmill turnpike by the direct road through 
Ware, is ſix miles; by Hertford and Bengoe is near nine 
miles. 
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traffick on the north road from Ware, 15 abſo- 
lutely chimerical. 


Barley, however, you will ſay, may be 


brought by this road to Hertford from the 
country north and north eaſt of Ware; but 
before this can be the caſe, it muſt ſell for 
ſixpence per quarter more at Hertford than at 


Ware; the reverſe whereof is the fact. And 
it muſt always be remembered that Ware is 


only two miles from Wadeſmill, and Hertford 


is above four. | 
Wheat from the ſame country you may 
| likewiſe imagine would be brought in greater 
quantities to Hertford, were the road in queſ- 


tion amended; but more cannot be brought 
than 1s produced ; and what is produced is and 
muſt be carried thither. Was wheat as ſale- 


able at Ware as at Hertford, and this Wadeſ- 


mill road made as good as the Cheſhunt turnpike 


could poſſibly make it, nevertheleſs it would in 


that caſe be of no advantage to Hertford ; for 
a diſtance of two miles will ever be preferred 
to a diſtance of four : but as there is not, nor 


is ever likely to be, a wheat market at Ware, 
the farmers of the country in queſtion have 


no choice; and while the Wadeſmill road is 


paſſable, whether it be turnpike or not will 


be to them a matter of perfect indifference. 
If this ſtate of the caſe be fair, (and I be- 
love you muſt agree that it is, where is 


the boaſted utility of the Wadeſmill road? and 
where. 1s the damage I have done you, in pa- 
tronizing 
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tronizing (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 


another ? 

The Wadeſmill road it is poſſible may be a 
deſirable object to ſome few gentlemen, as 
ſuiting their convenience for morning and even- 
ing rides, and ſuch-like pleaſurable excurſions. 
How far it will be prudent in you to endea- 


vour to oblige them at the expence of another 


road of acknowledged utility, certainly merits 
your moſt ſerious and mature conſideration, 


ſince with both roads you may be very well aſ- 


ſured the Truſtees of Cheſhunt turnpike will 
not incumber themſelves; and therefore as they 
have at their laſt meeting agreed to accept one, 


is it not highly reaſonable you ſhould be ſatis- 


fied with that which appears mot eligible to 


' THEM, and at the ſame time of ſuperior benefit 


to vou? 


But one advantage ſuppoſed to reſult from 


the Wadeſmill road yet remains unnoticed. 
Poſt-chaiſes from the inns at Hertford are fre- 


quently taken to the different ſtages of Bun- 

tingford, Barkway, and Royſton ; and this 
road, it will be aſſerted, is the proper means 
ef intercourſe with thoſe towns on ſuch occa- 


ſions. But the propriety of this road in that 
reſpect perhaps is not ſo clearly evident as 
may have been imagined. A pleaſanter, leſs 
ſolitary way, almoſt: as near, * with the addi- 


* Tt has been proved by actual menſuration, that from 
the Shire-houſe in Hertford to Wadeſmill turnpike by Ben- 


IF is only one furlong 13 poles nearer than from the 
hire-houſe in Hertford to VW adeſmil} turnpike by Ware. 


tional 


T4) 
tional advantage of paſling through. Ware, is 
already provided in the Amwell-End road. 
Where then can be the neceſſity for an ex- 
penſive amendment of the other? 
To the propoſed junction of the Wadeſmilf 
road, there however occurs one objection of 
very conſiderable validity. Admitting the ne- 
ceſſity of this road being united to any turnpike 
whatever ; with the Wadeſmill, and not the 
_ Cheſhunt, it certainly has the moſt natural 
connexion. The Cheſhunt road continues 
northward through Ware to meet the Wadeſ- 
mill; and the Wadeſmill ought with reciprocal 
courteſy to continue ſouth w rd through Hert- 
ford to meet the Cheſhunt. The propri- 
ety of this plan is not diſputed ; but the im- 
practicability of purſuing it at preſent, on ac- 
count of the remaining long term of the 
Wadeſmill turnpike act, is advanced as an ob- 
jection againſt it. But that one public truſt 
muſt unneceſſarily accept an incumbrance 
properly belonging to another, becauſe diffi- 
culties occur in fixing it where 1t really be- 
longs, muſt be confeſſed to be a mode of rea- 
ſoning ſomewhat extraordinary. 

Theſe obſervations, gentlemen, ſhall not be 
protracted much farther to exhauſt your 

atience. An inclination, however, to re- 
mark on the diſparity of the. favours reſpec- 
tively requeſted of the Cheſhunt truſt by the 
gentlemen who patronize the reſpective roads, 
ſeems to demand a moment's indulgence. . 


( 3 

The Amwell-End road is about two miles 
in length ; much of it, as has been obſerved, 
is well repaired ; and to compleat the remain- 
der no very large ſum can poſſibly be neceſ- 
ſary. To preſerve it in repair, about twenty 

pounds per annum only, it is n 
will be requiſite. 
The length of the Wadeſmill road is more 
than double that of the former, and that all 
to be repaired; and for the maintenance of a 
double length, a double charge muſt undoubt- 
edly be neceſſary. 
The caſes would indeed have been nearer a 


parallel, had the patrons of the Wadeſmull | 


ſcheme, by dint of parochial duties and their 
own liberality, enabled themſelves to preſent to 
the Truſtees of Cheſhunt turnpike a road par- 
tially if not wholly repaired : but this was a 
taſk, for very obvious reaſons, declined, and 
modeſtly referred to the Truſtees, had they 
choſen implicitly to accept it. 
It remains now only to be obſerved, that inall 
probability your town will ſpeedily enjoy the ad- 
vantages reſulting from the propoſed junction 
of the Amwell-End road. The affair at pre- 
ſent wears the appearance of ſucceſs, and it 18 
hoped no unexpected obſtacle will ariſe to im- 
pede its progreſs. If ſuch however ſhould 
occur, it will perhaps be no great difficulty to 
account for their origin. 
It is preſumed that no man of character and 
abilities would wiſh or attempt, by either co- 
vert 


( 16 ) 

vert or open oppoſition, to defeat a ſcheme of 
ſo acknowledged general utility; yet ſhould 
ſuch exiſt, you certainly muſt allow that they 
cannot merit the confidence of their country- 
men 1n any public ſtation. 

For oppolition in general, to ſchemes which 

contain nothing injurious to ſociety, it is in- 

deed difficult to aſſign any reaſon, but the 
gratification of a deſire in individuals to govern 
thoſe parts of the community with which 
they are moſt immediately connected. 

Far, Gentlemen, from the author of theſe 
lines be a diſpoſition of this kind. He wiſhes 
not to aſſume thoſe reins of authority, which, 
perhaps, it might become others to reſign; he 
1s not ambitious of the character of a Popular 
man ; when he can ſerve his fellow citizens in 
an individual or collective capacity, they are 
welcome to his aſſiſtance as far as conſcience 
and honour will admit; when he cannot, he 
will ſeek thoſe ſhades of retirement, whence 
the preſent occaſion, he thought, called him 
for a moment to ſubmit his conduct to your 
candid examination, 
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